
nurtured and then planted in the open. In wintertime the 
greenhouses were heated, providing a safe haven for many 
of the plants during the cold months.

In 1874 the daughter of the last Auersperg, Beatrice, 
married Henrik von Gagern, originally from the 
Netherlands. They had three sons: Nikolaj, who married 
Zlata (née Halfer Sigetska) and administered Mokrice 
with his mother; Ivan Hans, a painter; and Friedrich Fritz. 
Friedrich left Mokrice very early on and became a writer. 
He wrote many books, several of which were translated 
into Slovene (Cesta, Ljudstvo), dealing with the area and 
its people, the peasant revolts and various other topics.

Due to financial pressures the Gagern family sold half of 
the estate to Count Economo from Trieste during the First 
World War; between 1915 and 1922 the two families were 
the joint owners of Mokrice.

Economo then sold his half to Milan Prpič, a timber 
merchant, who then sold it on to Berger, a Zagreb-based 
timber company. The Gagerns sold their portion to Rado 
Pašič, who soon sold it to Miloš Rafajlovič, a Belgrade 
industrialist; he in turn sold it to the Berger company. So, 
on 1 August 1923, the Berger brothers became the sole 
owners of the castle. In 1937 they sold it to the Zagreb 
archdiocesan seminary.

In 1941 the castle was occupied by the Germans. When 
they left in 1945 they took with them most of the valuable 
items from the Knights' Hall, furniture and paintings and 
even the stoves and fireplaces.

Mokrice was nationalised after the war. It became a home 
for children orphaned by the war, and then an old people's 
home. In 1952 it was turned into a restaurant, which was 
developed gradually over the years.

Today Mokrice is owned by the state and managed by 
Terme Čatež, the nearby spa complex. The castle has been 
renovated into a four-star hotel, with 29 rooms, four of 
them in the tower, and a restaurant with seating for 150 
guests that stretches across three halls, the most beautiful 
of which is the round Crystal Hall; there are two 
conference halls, one of which, the Knights' Hall, is also 
used for weddings.
There is an 18-hole golf course in the immediate vicinity 
of the castle. For those who wish to sample nature more 
directly, there is the English Park. It is over 200 years old, 
stretches across some 150 acres and is home to around 60 

species of tree. A number of landscaped paths guide the 
visitor through the park, and there are benches where one can 
sit and admire the magnificent scenery.

Throughout history and with its many changes of ownership, 
the castle has undoubtedly changed, with each owner 
rebuilding the old and adding the new; yet despite this, the 
three stylistic periods, late Gothic, Renaissance and 
Baroque, are still clearly visible.

It is worth mentioning that by the entrance to the English 
Park stands the medieval Chapel of St Anne, with its 
Baroque interior. The chapel contains a tomb which once 
bore memorial plaques to the two sons of Nikolaj 
Gregorijanec, Peter and Stjepan; these were also removed 
and taken to Zagreb Historical Museum. A little further on, 
below the chapel, protected by several high trees of great 
age, stands a cemetery where the last Auerspergs, Count 
Gustav, his wife Matilda (Baroness Zois), their daughter 
Beatrice and her husband, Henrik von Gagern, are buried.

Opposite the chapel stand replicas of "The Four Seasons", a 
set of Baroque statues; the originals can be found under the 
arcades in the castle courtyard. Gustav Auersperg bought 
them from Count Bombelles from Boštanj.

Gustav Auersperg also renovated the bridge, which was 
enclosed and contained a walkway with little windows. 
Right in front of the castle gates the bridge gave way to a 
chain-operated drawbridge. It would be drawn up in times of 
danger, thus preventing access to the castle. It has not been 
possible to ascertain whether the bridge was made of stone or 
wood; we do know, however, that it was renovated in 1854, 
as the date inscribed on the bridge in front of the entrance 
tells us. Auersperg left the drawbridge in its original form; it 
performed its function for the last time on New Year's Eve 
1944, when the castle was attacked by partisans.

Sources:

Dr Ivan Brlič: Mokrice, grad in park, spomenik naše 
zgodovine (Castle and Park, Monument to Our History)
August Šenoa: Zlatarjevo zlato (The Goldsmith's Gold)
Friedrich von Gagern: Cesta, Ljudstvo (Road, People)
Ivan Stopar: Gradovi na Slovenskem (Castles in Slovenia)
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The hi l l  upon which  
Mokrice Castle stands today 
was once the site of a Roman 
fort called Romula. 

Running past it was the 
Roman road that led from 
Oglej (Aquileia) to Sisak 
(Siscia) and on towards the 
eas t ,  th rough  Emona  
(Ljubljana) and Drnova pri 
Krškem (Neviodunum) in 

present-day Slovenia.

That Romula was at that time an important military post is 
confirmed by the fact that it appears in the Tabula 
Peutingeriana, a leather-bound folder of maps originating 
from the 4th century. A number of major finds from 
Roman times provide additional evidence of its existence. 
There was a settlement, also called Romula, below the 
fort.

In the right-hand corner of the castle courtyard stands a 
water tank, just one of the legacies of the Roman presence. 
Over the centuries it became filled in, but in 1809 it was 
unearthed and renovated. It was not connected to a spring 
of any sort but was used to collect rainwater. A replica of it 
can be found in front of the castle entrance.

On the left-hand side of the castle entrance stands a Roman 
milestone, and built into the courtyard walls are five 
Roman stone plaques containing inscriptions; two further 
plaques can be found in the retaining wall of the Chapel of 
St Anne. Some of them were found in the vicinity of the 
castle and others in the area surrounding it.

There was a fortress on this site by the 5th century able to 
house, feed and water some 2,000 soldiers, as well as the 
cattle required for such a large number of men. By the 
early Middle Ages it had become a proper castle, a walled-
in complex complete with soldiers, cattle, provisions and 
water, providing protection to the surrounding population 
who would run for cover within the walls when danger 
arose.

Mokrice is first mentioned by historical sources in 1444. 
The name itself comes from the word mokrota, meaning 
marshland and springs. The first recorded owners were the 
Sebriach family, the last of whom, Sigmund, was the 

owner until 1558. He was followed by the nobleman 
Raeknitz, Ferenc Tahi and Baron Franz Stattenberg. In 1559 
and 1560 Ambrož Gregorijanec, a nobleman, purchased the 
whole site, thus becoming the sole owner of Mokrice.
Starting in 1560 the Gregorijanec family completely rebuilt 
the late Gothic fort, giving it the appearance of a fortified 
Renaissance castle. The coat-of-arms also dates from this 
period (1562). On the shield is a crow with an arrow through 
its neck; above it lies a six-pointed star and a half-moon.

One legend about the coat-of-arms tells us that during the 
Turkish incursions into the Slovenian lands, the crows that 
gathered on the Sava plains were the first to hear the sound of 
the Turkish horses' hooves. They took to the air and flew 
towards the castle, warning of the impending danger. The 
Turks shot them down with arrows, but one of the crows was 
said to have made it to the castle courtyard  despite having an 
arrow through its neck. In gratitude, Gregorijanec gave it 
pride of place on the coat-of-arms.

Neither the Turks nor the rebellious peasants attacked 
Mokrice, which was at that time owned by Štefan 
Gregorijanec. The castle dungeon bears witness to these 
turbulent times, with its plaque commemorating Matija 
Gubec, the peasant leader, who was said to have been 
imprisoned there.

We know from historical sources that it was not true that two 
other, also fairly important, leaders of the peasant revolt 
were imprisoned in the dungeon; however, folk traditions do 
say that as they were taking the captured Gubec from 
Kostanjevica to Zagreb to be executed (among other things 
they placed a crown of hot iron on his head), the victorious 
landowners stopped at each castle along the way, Mokrice 
included, to parade him before the lord. Whether or not this is 
true, the legend of Gubec has survived to this day.

After Ambrož the castle passed into the hands of his two 
sons, Baltazar and Štefan. Štefan was also a podban (deputy 
governor) of Croatia; he died in 1593. It was then taken over 
by his two sons, Pavel and Nikolaj. Pavel was appointed 
supreme commander of the kingdom because of his bravery 
and ability as a military man.

Pavel produced no heirs, having no desire to marry after the 
tragic death of his intended wife, Dora, who was poisoned as 
revenge on the orders of the wicked Baroness and governor's 
wife, Klara from Samobor. His brother Nikolaj did produce 
children, but both sons died at a very early age, which meant 
that the male line of the Gregorijanec family simply died out.

Views about what then happened diverge somewhat; the 
most probable explanation has been furnished by Dr Ivan 
Brlič, who says that the widow of Nikolaj Gregorijanec, 
Ana Maria Ankern, gave her daughter Marta in marriage to 
Ivan Moscon, and her other daughter, Ana Barbara, to 
Count Peter Erdody. Both families owned Mokrice until 
the end of the 17th century.

The legend of Countess Barbara Moscon (née Draškovič) 
dates from this time and is still known today; she was said 
to have thrown herself from the top of the tower after a 
tragic love affair. The story goes that on every feast-day of 
St Barbara, an old Turkish cannonball, fired by the spirit of 
the unfortunate Countess, would roll three times around 
the castle courtyard. This cannonball lay in front of the 
castle entrance until the Second World War, when it was 
taken to the Historical Museum in Zagreb. There is a 
memorial plaque to Barbara Draškovič on the retaining 
wall of the Chapel of St Anne; it is interesting to note that 
only her family name is inscribed here, even though she 
was married to Count Moscon.

One of Erdody's heirs, Count Nikola Erdody, was also a 
Croatian ban (governor); he died in 1693 as a celebrated 
soldier and vanquisher of the Turks. The castle then came 
into the possession of the Auersperg family. Dismas 
Auersperg married Ana Barbara, daughter of Governor 
Erdody. Mokrice was left to his son, Wolfgang Nikolaj, 
who married Marija Terezija, Countess Lichtenberg; 
together they handed Mokrice over to their son, Nikolaj 
Tolentin Auersperg, who was succeeded by Nikola Franc 
Auersperg. The last Auersperg was Gustav Nikolaj, who 
married Baroness Matilda Zois, the well-known herbalist. 
She was fond of helping the peasants, gaining their love 
and respect.

It was in the Auerspergs' time that the remarkable English 
Park first began to take shape, with Nikolaj Tolentin 
making the most significant and distinctive mark upon it. 
He travelled extensively around the world, bringing away 
foreign and exotic varieties to be planted and tended in the 
park. Unfortunately, he also set fire to most of the castle 
archives  "enough to fill three carriages" according to local 
people.

As the park took shape, greenhouses made of steel and 
glass were installed at Mokrice; there, sensitive plants 
(orange and lemon trees among them) were carefully 


